
This week we have been 
privileged to welcome the 
team from FOCUS from 
the USA. It has been a 
beautiful week of mission. 
They spent three days in St 
Margaret Ward, visited St 
Joseph’s and Our Lady of 
Grace schools, and gave 
three great retreat eve-
nings in the parish. They 
worked hard, as they were 
with us for less than a 
week. They brought so 
much joy and love to the 
work they did, and were 
great witnesses, a bit like 
St Patrick. I would like to 
thank everyone of our pa-
rishioners who helped this 
week. Our host families 
were so welcoming and the 
young people loved staying 
with them. Also thanks to 
those who cooked a meal 
for them during the week, 
or who helped to serve 
food or refreshments. 
Thank you so much! 

Today is the Feast of St 
Patrick, and so I wish you a 
very blessed feast day. Be-
cause the Sundays of Lent 
are so important, we do 
not celebrate any other 
feast days on these days. 
Because St Patrick is the 
patronal feast of one of our 
churches, we transferred 
the celebration to Satur-
day. We had the celebra-
tion of Mass, followed by a 
buffet lunch. I’d like to 
thank all the parishioners 
who came and contributed 
to this. It was a lovely oc-
casion. 

St Patrick’s day has a life of 
its own, and is the cause of 
many a self-imposed head-
ache! But if we look at the 
life of St Patrick, and his 
own writings, we see 
someone who is so signifi-
cant for us today. The two 
words which come to me 
from reading his Confes-
sion are ‘fearless’ and 
‘humble’. He showed him-
self fearless in the face of 
slavery, exile, imprison-
ment, opposition, threats, 
and all sorts of problems. 
But he was so zealous for 
the Gospel that he over-
came all of these. Nonethe-
less, he remained humble. 
He realised he had great 
spiritual powers but he 
marvelled that God had 
chosen him, knowing him-
self to be a weak and use-
less servant, and yet gave 
him wisdom and grace to 
bring the Irish people to 
salvation. 

A WORD FROM THE PARISH PRIEST 

SAINT OF THE WEEK 
St Cyril of Jerusalem 

315-386 
We know little about the 
life of St Cyril. It seems 
that he lived as a monk, 
among a group of men who 
led a life of chastity, asceti-
cism and service. As a 
priest, he was commis-
sioned by the Bishop with 
giving the instruction to 
those who were preparing 
for baptism, who were 

always adults at that time. 
He was called to be the 
Bishop of Jerusalem, con-
tinuing his work of teach-
ing the Faith. He lived in a 
time of great heresy. In 
spite of being targeted by 
opposition, he urged the 
people to be faithful to the 
Church, and not to aban-
don Christ or fall into er-
ror. He also had to suffer 
exile, but remained firm. 
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KEY CONTACTS 

Parish Priest 
Rev Fr Julian C Green 
St Joseph’s Presbytery 
715 High Street  
Stoke-on-Trent 
ST6 5RD 
Tel: (01782) 782121 
Email: pp.partnershipparishes@ 
gmail.com 

Parish Secretary 

Teresa Harding 
Tel: (01782) 782121 
Email: partnershipparishes 
@gmail.com 
Office Hours: Mon, Tues, Fri 
9am to 3.30pm. Weds, Thurs 
9am to 1pm. 

Safeguarding 
Our safeguarding reps are:  
Biddulph: Mary Lomas 
Goldenhill: Suzanne Meakin 
Kidsgrove: Denise Hewitt 
Packmoor: Peter Whitehouse 
They can be contacted through 
the Parish Office, or call the 
Diocesan Team on 0121 230 
6240 or safeguarding@rc-
birmingham.org 

Website 
www.partnershipparishes.org 

CHURCHES 

Biddulph English Martyrs’ 
Church, Church Road, Biddulph, 
ST8 6NE  

Goldenhill St Joseph’s Church, 
High Street, Stoke-on-Trent, ST6 
5RD 

Kidsgrove St John the Evange-
list’s Church, The Avenue, 
Kidsgrove, ST7 1AE 

Packmoor St Patrick’s Church, 
Mellor Street, Packmoor, Stoke-
on-Trent, ST7 4SN 
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The Sacrament of Forgiveness (Confessions) 
Kidsgrove Sat 6pm  
Biddulph Sun 8.30am 
Goldenhill Sun 10.30am 
Packmoor Sun 6pm 

Saturday 16th   6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday Peter & Joan Jackson 

Sunday 17th 9.00am    Holy Mass  David Pooley 

Second Sunday of   11.00am   Holy Mass  Int John Martin 

    6.30pm Holy Mass Special Intention (VM) 

Monday 18th    9.30am  Holy Mass People of the Parishes 

Feria of Lent Comm of    10.00am  Eucharistic Adoration  

St Cyril of Jerusalem  6.00pm   Holy Mass Special Intention (PC) 

Tuesday 19th  9.30am   Holy Mass Holy Souls 

ST JOSEPH   9.30am  Morning Prayer  

    2.15pm Stations of the Cross  

Wednesday 20th   5.30pm   Stations of the Cross  

Feria of Lent  6.00pm   Holy Mass Winifred Maughan 

Thursday 21st  9.30am   Holy Mass (in school) Holy Souls 

 6.00pm    Stations of the Cross  

Friday 22nd   9.30am  Holy Mass Holy Souls 

Feria of Lent    10.00am  Stations of the Cross  

Saturday 23rd  9.00am   ALPHA  

Feria of Lent 10.30am    Holy Mass  People of the Parishes 

   6.30pm  Holy Mass of Sunday Teresa & Mark Foden 

Sunday 24th 9.00am    Holy Mass  Joseph Flatley 

Third Sunday of   11.00am   Holy Mass  Paul Dymnicki 

Lent    6.30pm Holy Mass Thomas & Lilian Doyle 

Feria of Lent   11.30am   Funeral Service David Broad RIP 

 8.00pm    Prayer Group  

Lent  12.30pm   Baptism  

MASSES & SERVICES THIS WEEK 

This Tuesday we celebrate the Feast of our Holy Patron, of our Parish and School in Goldenhill, 
and the Patron of the Universal Church, of Fathers and of the dying.  
O St. Joseph, whose protection is so great, so strong, so prompt before the throne of God, I place in you all my 
interest and desires. 
O St. Joseph, do assist me by your powerful intercession, and obtain for me from your divine Son all spiritual 
blessings, through Jesus Christ, our Lord. So that, having engaged here below your heavenly power, I may 
offer my thanksgiving and homage to the most loving of Fathers. 

O St. Joseph, I never weary of contemplating you, and Jesus asleep in your arms; I dare not approach while 
He reposes near your heart. Press Him close in my name and kiss His fine head for me and ask Him to return 
the kiss when I draw my dying breath. St. Joseph, patron of departing souls, pray for me. Amen. 
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Parish Priest’s Open House  
If you need to see Fr Julian about 
anything, then come to the Open 
House session. It is on Monday night, 
6.30pm to 7.30pm.  

Sanctuary Lamps 
This week the lamps are dedicated for:  

St John’s: John Martin (Int); Mary 
Elsie Finn; Joseph Samuel Coates 
St Joseph’s: Kenneth Jones 
If you would like to dedicate the 
sanctuary lamps at our churches 
for an intention, please see Fr Jul-
ian. Minimum donation £5. 

PARISH REGISTERS 

Care Home Prayer Services 

Kidsgrove The next 
prayer service will be at 
Ravenswood, The Ave-
nue on Tuesday 19th 
March at 11am.  

Biddulph The prayer 
service for our Biddulph Churches 
Together group is on 14th April at 
Springbank at 3pm.  

We welcome everyone to come and join us.  

Hospital Chaplaincy If you or a 
relative are going into hospital, 
please notify the chaplain. For the 
Royal Stoke, please call 676400, or 
contact the Parish Office. Do not 
rely on the hospital staff informing 
the chaplain that you are in hospital. 

The English Camino 
For men aged 18+, we will walk the 
Camino Inglés from Ferrol to Santia-

go de Compostela. The dates are 
Wednesday 3rd to Wednesday 10th 
July 2019. Cost will be about £400. 
To book see Fr Julian with a £100 

deposit, and the balance two weeks 
before departure. 

Alpha is up and run-
ning again on Satur-
day mornings at 9am 
at St Joseph’s Gold-
enhill. Each week 

we will have a good 
breakfast together, watch the video, 
and have a relaxed discussion about 

its contents.  

It is best to do a whole ALPHA, but 
if you’d like to dip your toe in and 

try a session come along on a Satur-
day morning soon! 

Prayer Groups 
Our partnership of parishes prayer 

group is growing! The aim is to pray 
for our Parish and its work, as well as 

the world, for our families and all 
our needs. The prayer group is on 

Tuesday evenings, every other week 
so the next one will be on the 19th 
March at 8pm and will take place at 
English Martyrs’ in Biddulph. It is an 

hour long. Why not come along ? 
DON’T FORGET we also have 
Morning Prayer every Tuesday 
morning at 9.30am at St John’s 

which includes a time of prayer for 
requested intentions.  

Men’s Group 
 A group of men are doing 

‘Unlocking the Mystery of the Bible’ 
by Jeff Cavins. It’s not too late to 

join us. Our next session is on Mon-
day 18th March at St Joseph’s Gold-
enhill at 7.30pm. All men welcome! 

Baptism 

Welcome to the family of God’s Ho-
ly Church to Archie John O’Brien, 
who will be baptised at St Joseph’s 
today. 

Deaths 

Of your charity, please pray for the 
soul of David Broad. The funeral 
service will be at St Joseph’s on 
Thursday 21st March at 11.30am. 
Committal at Tunstall Cemetery at 
12.30pm.   

Requiescat in Pace 

Holy Week Choir We are looking 
for more singers from across our 
churches for our Holy Week choir. 
The next choir practice will be on 
Wednesday 20th March at 7.30pm at 
St Joseph’s Goldenhill.  

faith  
formation 
community 

We are going to launch our Faith 
Formation Community this Lent. 

You are invited to be part of the jour-
ney, turning faith into a real response 
to Jesus, through the Word of God 

and friendship together. 

Have you been on Alpha and want to 
carry on and go deeper? 

Are you thinking about becoming a 
Catholic? 

Do you come to Mass every week, 
but you are looking for more? 

Then the Faith Formation Communi-
ty is for you!  

Each week we will meet together for 
a get together and a catch up over tea 
and coffee. Then there will be a time 

of catechesis, or teaching on the 
Catholic Faith through the Word of 

God. 
It will meet on Thursday evenings at 
St Joseph’s at 7pm. We are having 

two ‘pilot’ sessions on Thursday 4th 
and 11th April, and will be starting 

up with weekly meetings after Easter 
We invite you to come and join us at 
one of the pilot sessions. And don’t 

forget... 
It is for everyone! 

Stations of the Cross 
Come and join us 
for the Stations of 
the Cross during 
Lent. We will 
have the prayer of 
the Way of the 
Cross at each of 

our churches each week from now 
through the rest of the season: 
Tuesday 2.15pm St Patrick’s 
Wednesday 5.30pm St Joseph’s 
Thursday 5.30pm English Martyrs’ 
Friday 10.00am St John’s 
Stations are subject to change each 
week so please refer to the weekly 
schedule of Services for exact details. 

We adore you, O Christ, and we 
bless you 



KEY VERSE: "Unless you repent, you will all perish as they 
did" (v. 13). 
TO KNOW: In Jesus' time, there were those who hoped for a 
triumphant Messiah who would re-establish Israel in power. 
They found his teaching on the cross difficult to accept. Jesus 
pointed out recent disasters that they believed were the conse-
quence of sin. In one incident, Pontius Pilate's men killed 
some Jewish Galileans in cold-blood while they were offering 
sacrifice in the Jerusalem Temple at Passover. In another case, 
several construction workers were accidentally killed when a 
water tower fell on them. These individuals did not die be-
cause of their own sins. Although they were innocent of 
wrongdoing, they nonetheless suffered the reality of evil in the 
world. Without faith, these calamities would be seen as terri-
ble tragedies, but with faith, all events in a person's life, 
whether good or bad, can be sanctifying and redemptive. Jesus 
told a parable about a fruitless fig tree planted in the vineyard 
(a symbol of barren Israel, Jer 8:13; Is 5:1-7). While God was 
merciful and patient in waiting for it to bear fruit, time was 
running out. The kingdom of God was at hand and God's peo-
ple should repent while there was still time. 
TO LOVE: Do I view the trials in my life as punishment for 
sin or opportunities for growth? 
TO SERVE: Lord Jesus, help me to uproot sin in my life so 
that I might bear good fruit.  

FUNDRAISING  
Collections  
Biddulph/Packmoor Gift Aid 
£366.60, Non Gift Aid £126.22, 
Total £492.82.  Goldenhill Gift Aid 
£223.00, Non Gift Aid £209.04, 
Total £432.04.  Kidsgrove Gift Aid 
£206.00, Non Gift Aid £198.21, 
Total £404.21.   

Lenten Alms Collections There 
will be a second collection each week 
of Lent after Sunday Mass for you to 
give your Lenten Alms. The collec-
tions will be for the following chari-
table causes each week: 

24th March Leprosy Mission 
31st March Number 11, Burslem 
7th April Aid to the Church in Need 
14th April Holy Places 

Last weeks collection for Biddulph 
Foodbank raised £360.85. 

Goldenhill and Kidsgrove 200 
Club This weeks Draw: 1st Prize 
£20, No.177 J Grandfield; 2nd Prize 
£10, No.130 M Mannion; 3rd Prize 
£5, No.103 B Bentley. The quarterly 
subs are due this month. 

Luke 13:1-9 

Some people arrived and told Jesus about the Galileans whose 
blood Pilate had mingled with that of their sacrifices. At this 
he said to them, ‘Do you suppose these Galileans who suffered 
like that were greater sinners than any other Galileans? They 
were not, I tell you. No; but unless you repent you will all 
perish as they did. Or those eighteen on whom the tower at 
Siloam fell and killed them? Do you suppose that they were 
more guilty than all the other people living in Jerusalem? They 
were not, I tell you. No; but unless you repent you will all 
perish as they did.’ He told this parable: ‘A man had a fig tree 
planted in his vineyard, and he came looking for fruit on it but 
found none. He said to the man who looked after the vine-
yard, “Look here, for three years now I have been coming to 
look for fruit on this fig tree and finding none. Cut it down: 
why should it be taking up the ground?” “Sir,” the man replied 
“leave it one more year and give me time to dig round it and 
manure it: it may bear fruit next year; if not, then you can cut 
it down.”’ 

NEXT SUNDAY ’S GOSPEL 

DEANERY & BEYOND 

called to come to Harvington Hall for 
a day to reflect on and pray about 
vocation. The Diocesan shrine for the 
English Martyrs provides the context 
for considering our witness of faith. 
The day will include talks, discussion, 
Mass, prayer as well as a tour of the 
Hall. Cost is £10. For more infor-
mation go to  www.vocations.org. 
uk/events.html 

Diocesan Pilgrimage to Lourdes 
 25th - 31st May 2019 

“Blessed are the poor, for the 
Kingdom of God is theirs” 

Once again this year His Grace the 
Archbishop is leading the Diocesan 

pilgrimage to Lourdes in the May half 
term week. If you would like to go 

on the pilgrimage, the booking forms 
and information can be downloaded 

from the diocese website 
www.birminghamdiocese.org.uk and 

click on News and Events and then 
Pilgrimage. Alternatively you can 

phone the pilgrimage office on 0121 
230 6288 or email: 

admin.lourdes@rcaob.org.uk  

Job Vacancy 
St Margaret 

Ward Catholic 
Academy  

 Second in Department: Religious 
Education (full time)  

Required for September 2019  
This is an exciting opportunity to 
play an integral role in the strategic 
development of the RE department 
and the Catholic education and spir-
itual life within the Academy. It will 
also provide excellent leadership 
opportunities for the successful can-
didate in preparation for future 
roles. Potential candidates are wel-
come to visit the school by appoint-
ment. Application forms and further 
details can be obtained by contacting 
Miss E Phillips (Principal’s PA) on 
01782 883000 ext. 035  
Closing date: Monday 25 March 
(noon) 

Called to Witness On 4th May, 
young people aged 18 to 25 are being 


